Quarter Reading Assignment

THE BENEFITS OF READING BOOKS
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Questions & Answers

Q: What'’s a “grade level book”?

A: Any book on the Battle of the Books list, on the College Preparedness, or on the AP reading list counts as
an appropriate book. What will not count are books clearly aimed at elementary students (e.g. Captain
Underpants), books read in class in middle school (e.g. The Giver), or any book that is not at the student’s
reading level or an appropriate challenge.

Q. Do | have to read a hard book?

A: No, you don’t have to read a book that is too hard or too boring. It's okay to read an entertaining book--in
fact, that’s better than okay--but it should be a book that introduces you to an occasional new word and
sentence structure. A good check is to count how many words on a page you don’t understand. If you know
them all, the book might be too easy. If you count more than five you don’t know, the book may be too hard.
Read ten pages and make a decision.

Q: How many entries do | have to have in my double-entry journal?

A: The minimum is 5 from throughout the book; the minimum earns a D. Your entries should include questions,
reactions, and analysis. An A-level journal would have insightful entries including questions, reaction, and
accurate use of grade-level literary terms in analysis of the grade-level text.
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EXCEEDS STANDARD

Student includes ample entries to analyze the book (e.g. at least one per chapter, or about 1 for every 5 pages
of the book).

Questions reflect the student’s effort to probe the text and discern theme.

Reactions demonstrate the student is connecting his/her own experience with the events and/or characters of
the text in order to discern thematic elements.

Analysis shows an accurate and insightful application of grade-level literary terms to analysis of style;
student’s application of literary elements shows the student understands the author’s intentional use of these
elements for the purpose of conveying the theme to the reader. Other elements of text structure may also be
analyzed.

AT STANDARD

Student includes adequate entries to analyze the book (e.g. at least one per chapter, or about 1 for every 10
pages of the book).

Questions reflect the student’s effort to connect with and understand the text.

Reactions demonstrate the student is connecting his/her own experience with the events and/or characters of
the text.

Analysis shows an accurate application of grade-level literary terms to analysis of style, including:
Figurative language

Syntax

Diction

imagery

APPROACHING STANDARD

Student includes limited entries to analyze the book (e.g. at least one per chapter, or about 1 for every 20
pages of the book).

Questions may be limited to comprehension level question (e.g. What's lnaqgo_n'm3 wn This pavt?)
Reactions may be limited to the student agreeing or disagreeing with characters or'events without justification
of this reaction (e.g. Voldewovrt 6 a Jerk,)

Analysis shows mostly accurate application of mostly grade-level literary terms to analysis of style. Student
may rely repeatedly on the same literary term (e.g. Siwmile).

BEGINNING

Journal includes the minimum five entries including at least one question, at least one reaction, and at least one
attempt at analysis. Analysis may not be accurate, but appears to be a well-intentioned attempt. Minimum
citations are present.

INCOMPLETE

Journal is missing a required element. Required elements include:
e A minimum of 5 entries

At least one question entry

At least one reaction entry

At least one analysis entry

At least one quotation from the text

Page numbers for citations

Brief summaries of citations that are not quotations

LATE WITHOUT LEGITIMATE EXCUSE/MISSING
Student did not turn in the assignment by the deadline.
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Title:

Author:

Author Biography

# of journal entries | have: # of pages in the book:

Rate (# entries / # pages)

Theme of This Book

[Author] thinks that [topic/subject] + [author’s opinion on that subject/topic].




Sample Double-Entry Journal

What the book says

What | think

"I have too wauch cevebral Sginal €Vid.” ¢g. |

what 6 "cevelral” T know €luid wmeans liguid,
but T don't Know what ceveboval means.
Dictionavy: o€ o¢ velating to the bvain

Oh, okay. He's 301- €WWid i his head. That wust
be weivd.

"Love we! Love we!” dvowing ¢a) b

This book has a lot o€ dvawinas, and T
actually sort of like this becalse (a) lots o€
Looks dont have drawinas and (L) they
actually wmake sense because the chavactev
dvaws. This 16 Sort o€ like \oe'm3 able to \ook
wnto his noteloook.

“POvevhi) = emgty ve{v'\aeva#or + empty
Stomach’
And also the a\v'aw'mc} o€ KEC chicken, %9 ?

T know what he weans. T vewmembevr when T
was little we would vun out o€ €ood at the
end o€ the wmonth and T kKnow how it €eels
to be S0 HAPPY +o0 aet Something to eat,
esgecially i€ its Sowmething good like KFC.

KEC, otill on goge €

T think this i an exawmgle of imaaevy. The
avthor 15 making US--his veadevs-—Keel hUnoey
by \ovinim it U@ and wmaking US "\w\acﬁ'me havin
an empty Stomach. Probably everyone has £el
that. Then he talks about having Kentucky
€vied chicken, and even dvaws a pictuve of it
He iS5 wmaking the auvdience velate to the
chavacter's Stevaale by de%cvi\oin3 the €ee\‘m3
o€ \oe'm3 hUnayy ond then eaﬁnﬁ chickewn.

"The vez”, ey 15

It took wme a cougle times, but T Kiauved
out that when he Says “the ves” he weans
the Twdian vesevvation wheve he lives. T have
only been to one veservation. Tulalip. Tt
seewms veally wice, or at least the casimo does.
T+ S0undS like TJunior's vesevvation 1S
dif€event. Maybe they have no casino. T
wondev what geogle do €or work on "the vez”

“M\., wother and €ather ave dvunks, too”, %9
\b

T wonder € that's why Something S wWyon
with his head. T vewewmber wn heatth class The
teacher Said i€ You dvink while you've pregnant
it can cavse bivth deects. T wondev i€
That's what haggened to nior. He Seems
pretty Smart though. T wondev € he looks
weivd, ov € it all n his head---HAHA! See
what T did theve? T'w €unny.




